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“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, and endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.” Declaration Independence U. &. 








No. 3.—Vot. II. 
oe 

Some people who are professedly in 
vour of emancipation, strongly bj 
to the establishing of any kind of Soci 
ties, or publishing any thing on the 
subjectof Slavery, on the ground of its 
giving offence to some sentimental Slave- 
holders. But this is fallacious reason- 
ingtruly. Ifwelet them alone, to pur- 
sue their own way, without interruption, 
when will they come to a knowledge of 
their error? And if they know them- 
selves tobe wrong, yet continue 1n their 
evil ways, is it nat agreeable to the dic- 
tates of the Gospel, and of sound reason- 
ing, to tell them of their fault, and ex- 
hort them to turn from their unrighte- 
ousness? But some may say that these 
entreaties are of no avail; that they only 
add fuel to the flames, and fire the angr 
passions. Butif it sometimes has this 
effect, amidst the struggling of the pas- 
sions the evil spirit may depart. ‘The 
pointed expression, “Thou art the man,” 
opened the eyes of David to the enormi- 
ty of his guilt; and it is possible that si- 
milar language may brighten the vision of 
the depraved in modern days. 


at 3s Ds 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation, 


IRENEUS TO SOPHRONIA. 
NO. VI. 








April, 1822. 
Dear Sister, : 
Since I have been among the slave- 
holding protessors of religion, an account 
of which is given in my last, I have had 


sufficient reasons, from the disappeint-. 


ment I experienced in. not seeing the 
truits of what I consider genuine Gospel 
Paige produced by them, tor very 
serious reflections on the popular pro- 
fessors of our times, and for makin 
such comparisons as naturally csommand 
to my understanding. Disinterested- 
ness, however highly professed by many 
of them, appears tome to be 

by but very few; and tho’ the word still 
retains its native sound, as it rolls from 
the tongue, yet its nature, or practical 
operation has become nearly obsolete— 
Whilst self interest seems to have 


NINTH MONTH, 1822, 













gained the ascendency in the human es- 
jmation, and has come to be the great 


ject of a too general pursuit. Nor are 
those who make no particular profession 
of religion, carried away more generally 
by the current of self interest; but it ap- 


those that make the highest pretensions 
to it are taken in its vortex, as I can dis- 
cover little or no difference between 
those who profess religion in a high de- 

ee, and those who profess it not, (tak- 
ing them on an at gw in their attach- 
ments to the world, and in their almost 
entire conformity to it, in every shape & 
way in which it can be exhibited. If I 
am not mistaken in my speculation, the 
spirit of the world, with its customs and 
maxims, have become so mixed with re- 
ligion, that it might puzzle an apostle, 
(should one come) to pick eut from the 
blended system, the several parts that be-. 
long to religion, and those that properly 
belong to the world, so as todraw a line 
of fair discrimination between them.— 
Should religion come to be fairly stripped 
of the rags, ribands, and patches, that 
have been tacked ‘o it, to give it a world- 
ly appearance, (as it certainly will aft 
some future period) and be exhibited to 
mankind in its plain, and native simpli- 
city, the charge would not only be great, 
but beneficial in the highest degree. 

From the little knowledge I have ac 

uired of the different notions of religiony,. 

discover that these differences consist 
more in theory than m practice; for 
whilst men are divided in sentiment in 
the principles, they seem te be 
generally in sacrificing as large 2 

re of their time and talents, as possi¢ 

ble, ta the service of Plutus. 

The difference between the Christian 
religion, and the system adopted by Ma- 
homet must certainly be very great, as 
the former was announced by the Angels 
to be a system of peace on earth, ané 

will to all men, and was established 

y the Prince of Peaceupon the purest 
inciples of justice, morality, mercys 
ledieatn and benevolence; and the latter, 





by a bleody warrieur, and was propa- 


pears to me, that a vast majority of 
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ated by the sword, yet a striking simi-, IT consider fraud to consist of severat 
arity in practice seems to exist at the; grades or degrees; and I propose it asa 
resent time between many of the pro- query for discussion, whether or not the 
essors of the two systems, which cannot | practisers of it are not all of one class, 
be accounted for onany other principle, | whether Christians, Jews, Mahometans, 
than that they are under the government | or heathens, from the murdering assas- 
of the same spirit of self interest, and at- | sin that kills his fellow men for their mo- 


‘on the gain of oppression without re- 


is termed the heathen world, from the 


_ Christians, (so called) Jews, Mahome- 


tachment to the world. Many of our 
slave-holding professors are great hig 
flyers in religion, and profess the high 
degree of sanctity or holiness; and are so 
tenacious of their religious ceremonials, 
that the slightest omission of any one of 
them woulJ nearly sink them to a state 
of despondency; and yet are straining e- 
very nerve to accumulate wealth, live 










morse, and withhold from their fellow 
men their unalienable right of freedom, 
retaining them and their posterity, in 
brutal ignorance, and disgraceful bon- 
dage, without feeling the least compunc- 
tion on that account; but some of them 
are ready to break their hearts with 
rief onaccount of the poor heathen, and 
Se beedions at a distance, that are desti- 
tute of religion and gospel light, and 
would do any thing in their power to- 
wards their conversion. 
The Mahometan believer is as tenaci- 





ous of his religious performances, and 


ing paradise, in his estimation, and pos- 
gesses the same hungry appetite for 
‘wealth, and enslaving his brethren of the 
human family,as the Christian profes- 
sing slave holder; and no doubt, with me, 
that heis as-equally entitled to the re- 
warils of heaven for doing to others, as 
he would have othersdoto him. Were 
we to traverse the gloomy regions of what 


frigid Zones of the south, and northern 
poles to the burning Equator, I should de- 
spair of finding greater degrees of cruel- 
ty. exercised,or more instances of oppres- 
sion and avarice in operation, than what 
-have been, aud sstill.are practised a- 
mongst Christian professors, tho’ they 
‘may be numerous! What a scourge and 
curse is man, to man? and what risks 
will not man run,and what circumven- 
tion and fraud will not thousands of 


tans, and heathens use, to gain a little of 
the glittering wealth of this world, which 
will soon leave them, or they must leave 
it, & go to suffer the consequence of their 
covetuousness and injustice, under the 





eternal frowns of a sin avenging God! 


y—the highway robber—the private 
ef——those who deprive their fel’ow 
en of their right of freedom—the cd: @- 
ble tongued villains that defraud ot ef 
men in their dealings; and so on, down to 
thesordid wretch that would unjustily 
deprive his fellow mortal of the value of 
a single cent. 

Mankind in every age, have been ci- 
vided into three great classes, unequal, 
however, in number: ‘The first, have 
been those whoin every age and station 
have endeavored to act agreeable to the 
principles of moral rectitude, and to be 
as extensively useful to their fellow be- 
ings asin their power; stemming the tor- 
rents of popular corruptions, in acts of 
benevolence, philanthropy and justice; & 
thus answering, in a good degree, the de- 
signs of their being on earth. The se- 
cond,a more numerous class of beings, 
are those that eat and drink to live, and 
live to eat and drink—mere blanks in 


creation, having done no perceivable 
hours of prayer, and is as sureof obtain-' 


good, or material harm to the rest of their 
Species; that cume into the world, pass 
through, and then leave it without any 
other testimonials of their lives, than 
that they hac been born, and that they 
had died. 

The third class, still more numerous 
than the second, are such as have not on- 
lydone no good, but have been, in a 
greater, or in a less degree, a continual 
curse and plague to some or other of their 
fellow beings; acting more the part of 
tormenting devils, than children of the 
same universal parent, and brethren of 
the human race. Nor has this class been 
made up of assassins and outlaws alone, 
but composed of men, whose names and 
e loits have been, and still are by some, 
held in the highest veneration, Empe- 
rors, Kings, Popes, Bishops, men in pow- 
er both in church and state, clergymen 
and laymen, who have borrowed. the 
cloak of religion for sinister views; kid- 
nappers of their own species; traders in 
human kind, cheats, drunkards, and op- 
pressors of every name. 

_ From the pride and ambition of men 
in power, both clergy and ‘laity, have 
principally originated all those oppres- 
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sions in governments, which have been 
dreadfully experienced by millions of 
the human family; while the earth has 
groaned under the mighty load of mise- 
ry, occasioned by the blood, carnage and 
devastation, produced by them in their 
secular and religious wars, blooly inqui- 
sitions, racks, and various other engines 
of torture, invented by hellish art tor the 
purpose of administering misery to those 
who were as good as themselves! 

Will it be believed in our day, that 
those who were the cause of all these 
miseries to mankind, had religion? Ma- 
ny of them made as great a profession of 
it, and were, no doubt, as truly entitled 
to our credit in that respect, as those hu- 
man tygere in sheep’s clothing should be, 
who pillaged Africa of its inoffensive in- 
habitants; or the receivers and holders 
of their stolen property, who grow rich 
by fleecing the unhappy victims of their 
avarice of the very last clippings of all 
thatis near and dear toa human being, 
and reducing them and their posterity to 
hopeless, and endless vassalage, and bru- 
tal ignorance! 

Man was never made to be the scourge 
of man, nor was man ever made to be 
the slave of man—those things have 
grown out of a root, diabolical in its na- 
ture. The size of a letter is too small 
to contain a description ef all the public 
and private acts of violence and fraud 
practised by man, on man; or of all the 
envy, malice, spite, lieing, perjury, pri- 
vate mischief, and ill will, practised by 
many, who thereby disturb the peace of 
society, and render themselves & others, 
painfully unhappy! What neighborhood 
is there that isnot cursed with one or 
more of the infernals belonging to this 
third class, and whois it that,has not 
been a sufferer on that account? So pow- 
erful isthe influence of self interest on 
the minds of many of these beings, tit 
despairing of succeeding in their avari- 
cious views in their native characters 
without delusions, they put ona profes- 


sion of religion and sanctity, to deceive 
the unsuspecting by gaining their confi- 
dence, that they may have a better chance 


of doing them an injury without suspi- 


cion; and thus they bring into disrepute, 
the only refuge, and last reviving cordial 
of dying men and women!!! 

if I have not seen so much pleasure in 
my rambles, and acquaintance with men 
and things, as | had anticipated, I have 
geined some knowledge, though it be of 





the painful kind, and can cordially join 
in the exclamation, that the earth is full 
of the habitations of cruelty! 
Your affectionate brother, 
IRENEUS. 
. —_— | 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. 
~ THE MODERN LISTENER 
To his Correspondent. No. 1X 
Dear Sir, 
I take up my pen to inform you that 
I still tollow my old tiade of listening; 
and though I have communicated very 
little of what I have lately heard; and 
lest you should think you are forgotten, 
or at least, neglected, i here send youan 
account of some of the things I have 
: , and also some of my thoughts, 
which, as former communications, are‘at 
your disposal. 
I was,not long since,at a meeting of one 


of the branches of the Manumission So-' 


ciety of Tennessee, where 1 heard a 
reat many good things, relative to its 
institution; both with regard to its nature, 
and its designs, which ultimately tend to 
the gradual emancipation of the people 
of colour in our country; which ron 
ou must know, is very pleasing to me, 
[ should suppose, to every man whose 
heart is not divested of those sympathe- 
tick feelings for his fellow creaturea? 
woes, that ought to govern the passions, 
and guide the actions of every true re- 
publican. But sir, op cannot guess at 
my surprize when I heard ene of the 
members tell his associates, that they 
were branded with the name of tory:— 
a general smile was perceived on the 
countenances of the people present, tho” 
I thought it did not sit well upon the 
person who related the tale, to be count? 
ed a tory, for being en in one of the 
most humane enterprizes that was eve? 
set on foot in America, the revolution 
not excepted! While silence for a moe 
ment prevailed, either disgusted at the 
ignorance of their defamers, or expecting 
to hear something that would expose that 
ignorance, a venerable old man, a mem* 
ber of the branch, arose and said; “I 
shall, on this occasion, take the liber 
to give, first, a history of the words 
whig and tory, and secondly, an expla 
nation of them. (now sir, you may ex/ 
pect I wasall ear)—-And first, the words 
came from England, and were brought 
into the general use in which we have 
heard them, about the time of King Wil- 
liam; however, he would no¢ vou that 
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he was correct astothe time; but it was 
ata time when that people were divided 
into parties, the one were Aristocrats, & 
the other Democrats;—the Democrats 
were in favour of a popular or republican 

vernment, which vests the sovereignty 


in the people, and in its nature and: prin- | 


My next thoughts were turned to Af- 
rica; here I thought on the destruction of 
‘the old town of Malabar, and the many 
deserted and demolished vilages, and 
cottages to be met with in that country; 
and asked myself, who hath done this? — 
‘The answer wasat hand. According to 





ciples, is oppesed.to all monopolies, and) the old man’s definition, the tories, that 
establishments of an ecclesiastical nature; is robbers and plunderers! Hence I con- 
and it also embraces in its full extent,'sider the name tory to be very appropri- 
«This self evident truth, that all men are ate to allthose who rob and plunder a 


created equal,” and therefore the execu- 
- tive in this government, is chosen by the 
suffrage of the sovereign people. The 
aristucrats opposed this form of govern- 
ment, and stood up for their nobles, and 
lords, and monopolizers, and the estab- 
lisment of the Church of Englan d 
finally, prevailed; which brought Ve 
tion, trouble and almost intolerable 
fliction upon the democratical pacty. 





2dly, the import of words. From the a-| 


bove statement, you may gather that the 
democrats were soured both in their spir- 


country of its inhabitants, and make 
‘them articles of commerce, and brand 
‘them as such, and expose them for sale, 
i not for one or two years, but during life, 
and thus they are plundered of the most 
| valuable jewel in life—freedom!—O how 
‘painful the thought—«{ was born free— 
but where am E now! sold and driven off 
naked, to labour for another as long as | 
live without any equivalent—and indeed 
there can be noequivalent for liberty!— 
And the evil does not terminate with my 
ibodily’existence—no, but my posterity 





its & conduct against the aristocrats &|are doomed to share the same fate!”— 


their government, & therefore the aristo- 
crats called them whigs,which is a Scotch 


word, if I mistake not, & signifies sour,— 


Now sir, as our common law instructs us 
‘to believe that the receiver is as bad as 
ithe stealer, | consider the name tory to 


erhaps sour milk, such as our lords & no-|be as applicable to the buyers as to the 


les give to their pigs or hogs, & they will 
give you wigs to prison, to the stake, & 
to banishment; hence you may conjec- 
ture, and history confirms it asa truth, 
that the democrats or nonconformists 


stealers; though I grant, that in the be- 
ginning of the slave trade, many purcha- 
‘sers were ignorant of the manner in 
which the poor 4fricans were procured, 
yet they could not be ignorant that they 


were plundered of their livings—some of | were human beings; and though the tor 


their lives, and others of their liberties— 
therefore they styled the aristocrats To- 
ries, which I think, is an [rish word, and 
signifies to rob or plunder. Now I have 
done what I promised, and you can 
judge who best deserve the name of To- 
> tian, sy arein favor of unqualified 
slavery, and thereby rob and plunder a 
«fellow creature of every thing that is 
near & dear tohim,or we who are in favor 
of all men enjoying their natural rights!’ 
Here the old man stopped, & the meet- 
ing broke up, but I can assure you, | 
was not done with the words tory and 
whig, for thought upon thought came 
rushing in like impelling waves, or 
» flashing lightning upon my mind; and 
having some little smattering knowled 
. of the history of the times, which the old 
man had spoken of, I thought the name 


_ «tory was very appropriate to the aristo- 


crats, lor they so robbed and plundered 

the democrats that many of them left 

their native land, and crossed the ocean 
. to.seek an asylum in America. 





captains and supercargoes might tell 
‘them that they had forfeited their liber- 
|ty in their own country, there could de 
‘no law, founded in justice, to make their 
|posterity slaves; and I think that they 
,who made such laws, with all such as 
take advantage of these laws, are robbers 
or plunderers or tories, which ever of 
these synonymous terms you may please 
to use, that is, if the old man’s definition 
-be good. But further, the tery slave mer- 
chants tell us: “we have done these poor 
creatures a great kindness in buying 
them, and thereby saving their lives, for 
‘they were condemned to die.” Now, 
‘supposing this statement to be true, their 
conduct towards them in the ships, and 
where they land them for sale, goes to 
‘prove that the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruelty, and that it would 
have been a greater act of kindness te 
jhave let them suffer the penalty of their 
own law, than to be stowed and crowded 
together on the shi 
| many of them di 





as they were, where 
by peace meals, and 





























GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 5 





er Fiat Justitia 





Ruat Calum. 





those who survived the voyage, to be suld 
like cattle, drove like horses, and fed lit- 
tle better than dogs; where every puny 
dwarfof a thing in human shape, that is 
white, about the house, is calling, com- 
manding, threatesing, and sometimes 
beating their more than balf naked bo- 
dies!—Hlence you may sometimes hear 
the poor slave sing: “Mungo here, and 
Mungo dare, and Mungo, Mungo ebely 
where, and me wish in my heart dat poor 
Mungo was dead.” —For m y part, I think 
them perfectly excusable in wishing a 
fo to their existence, especially when 

take into view that their pesterity, by 
the present existing laws, are doomed to 
share in all the privations, and degrada- 


tions inseperable from a state of unqua- 


lified slavery. And I am of the opin 
that there is not aman of sense and can- 


dour amongst us, that will take a view of 


Negro Slavery in all its bearings, &c. but 
will say and believe, that it would have 
been more consistent with justice and 
humanity, to have let the Africans all die 
in their own country, than to have 
brought them here, and elsewhere, and 
place them and their posterity in the 
situation in which they are; and hence, 
you hear men of this description in the 
Congress Hall, and in our courts of jus- 
tice, with hundreds, elsewhere, acknew- 
ledging slavery to be an evil; and hun- 
dreds more crying out, O! that there ne- 
ver had been one brought to America.” 
Now to remedy this evil, and to deliver 
our otherwise Leper country from the 
awful curse consequent upon slavery, is 
the object, and design of the Manumis- 


' sion Society, as [ understand from the 


constitution, and others ef their approv- 
ed publications;and my prayer is, that 
heaven may prosper their endeavors.— 
Not so, says some of their neighbours, 
“they are all tories, and ought to be hunt- 
ed out of the land!” Here sir, I shall 
give you a brief portrait of the people 
who talk thus: first, they have no ne- 
groes, and are never likely te get any; 
secondly, they love the favour of princes, 
and as they have no slaves to recommend 
them to the slave holders, they must do 
something to gain, and keep in favour 
with those petty monarchs; therefore 
they ridicule, and persecute all those 
who are be sme to the principle and 
practice of slavery. Thirdly, some of 
them are pinching their stock, and fami- 
lies by selling meat, grain, Sc. to get and 
fayup money,ip hopesby and by they 





will get a negro; but the money comesin 
soslow, and the Manumissioners increase 
and progress so fast, that they are afraid 
}the negroes will all be free before they 
can get one:—Puer fellews! no wonder 
they cry tory. Fourthly, there are others 
whose father, er perhaps wife’s father, 
owns some n ; Dut from the light 
which has been disseminated on the sub- 
ject of slavery, either directly, or indi- 
rectly, by the Manumission ety, and 
others, the good old e see that sla- 
veryis a radicalevil, and that it very 
illy comports with the character of a 
Christian, in his last, and perhaps dying 
act and deed to rivet the chains of slave- 
ry upon the necks of Tom, Bet, &c. and 
poeerys therfore, he resolves that 
shall never serve any person 
his death. This is, indeed a sad stab 
to his son W—m’s fond hopes ot heir- 
we a bone sled;& it isa mortal wound to 
—m’s children, whom you have often 
heard talk ina very stylish mannner a- 
bout grand papa’s negro fellow and wen- 
ches; but, thank God! if the old man is on- 
ly firm to what he has purposed, the poor 
little things will not be cursed with 
grand papa’s slaves. Now sir, these lit- 
tle creatures, with their fathers and mo- 
thers, will ery tory; but as they have had 
timely notice how things are like to turn 
out with grand papa’s negroes, I hope 
we will be learnt to wor 
ut there is another sort of people, 
whom: I shall take the liberty tocalla kind 
of drones, whoare as much afraid of the 
name of tory, as ever the Creek Indians 
were of General Jackson’s three poun- 
der—talk to them about slavery, and its 
evils, and they readily acknowledge it to 
be an evil, but hand them the constitu- 
tion of the Mangumission Society, te ac- 
commodate es. they will read 
it, but so determi are they to be 
drones, that when they hand it back to 
you, they underatand no more about the 
merits of the cause, than when they first 
took it into their hands;but ask them what 
they think of it—Ah! say they, “we have 
got noslaves, neither do we want any, 
nor liave we ever had any hand in bring- 
ing them here, and we do not intend to 
treuble ourselves about them;’’—nay, 
they further state that they are under no 
obligation todo any thing about, or for 
them. Now, do you not see how deter- 
mined they are to come out drones?— 
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themse! ves! 

‘The way these men talk, might indice 
some to suppose that they do not think 
that the negroes are human, & that they 
were not madeof the same blood that 
themselves were; that it is on this ground 
that they justify themselves in checking 
those tender sympathetic feelings that 
are common to human beings, at the 
sight, or recollection of the woes and mi- 
series of their own species; but this is not 
the case—they do believe that the ne- 
groes are human, and that God made 
them, with all other nations, of one blood, 
they see their wrongs, and often feel for 
them, and will tell you theyare willing 


the poor Africans should be free; but like 


drones, they do little or nothing, 
justify themselves by saying, that 
had nohand in bringing them into the 
miserable condition!—Now sir, you wil 
hear high professors of religion talk in 
this wav, and [ think I have heard a 
eacher of the gosne! talk in this way; 
and I expect the priest, and the levite, 
that passed by on the other side, from the 
poor wounded man, talked in the same 
way; and what if the Samaritan had done 
as they did? why the half dead man 
would soon have been quite dead! but 
thank God, that that gentiles conduct 
stands recorded as a lesson, to teach the 
buzzing drones that christianity, and hu- 
manity consist in something more than 
the making a little noise once ina while 
about the thing! Pray.sir, what would 
the inhabitants of Greeneville, and the 
fond relativesof the unfortunate man, 
whoa little time past, was killed by bis 
waggon running over him near the town, 
have thought of the persons who first 
found that ebject of human pity, and 
christian care, had they have left him 
without giving notice of his situation?— 
This they might have done, upon the 
rinciples of our drones, for they had no 
and in bringing him into that situation. 
For my part, [think the most correct o- 
pinion of such a conduct would have been, 
that those persons had been accessary to 
his death, and to all other ill haps that 
might have taken place with the “dead 
body; but those who found him, did as 
amen, and christians should do, they gave 
their aid toa helpless fellow mortal, and 
perhaps, al! the aid they were capable of 
affording. © that our neighbors may go 
and do likewise! | 
But lastly, there is another sort of peo- 


ple, who are ignorant of the first princi- 


ples of our government, and also of the 
word tory, and of course, often apply it 


‘wrong. ‘The first principles’ of our go- 


‘vernment are these, founded upon self e- 
vident truth—“That all men are created 
equal, and that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these ae life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” Now sir, 
in old times, say forty years ago, the 
word tory, was applied in America, to 
those who stood opposed to those first 
principles, and if it was then property 
applied, [ cannot, for my life, teli by what 












rule of logick anv sensible man can ap- 
piv ittothe .Manumissioners; for it is 
on these first principles they rest their 
cause, on these they wishto be heard & 
dged! {tis true, they with propriety 
censure our former Legislators for a de- 
narture from those principles, in making 
laws which have involved such an im- 
mense partofour population in the aw- 
ful eulph of slavery; and our present 
Lesislators for continuing those laws, 
which, from year to year, continues to 
hind the heavy yoke upon the necks of 
hundreds of our fellow beings, which isa 
serious blot, or stain upon our national 
character. And as-it is this blot, or 
stain, that the Manumissioners wish to 
he wiped off, or taken out, I think the 
name whiz. would be very appropriate to 
them; for you must know sir, that I have 
listened to the talk of the good house- 
wife,as well as to the preacher, and I have 
heard her say that sour milk was very 
rood to take stains and blots; &c, out of 
linen, &c. but let it be remembered, that 
there is no degree of sourness in the 
Manumissioners against any part of our 
government or laws, only such as go te 
rob and plunder men of their natural 
rights. A gradual repeal of those laws 
which are contrary to our first princi- 
les is what they pray for; and I expect, 
ifthey progress as they have done for 
some years past, that before fitty years 
roll round,that our continent will be free 
indeed. May the Governor of the Uni- 
verse hasten the blessed day—So prays, 
yours, &c. MODERN LISTENER. 
Sept. 1, 1821, . 
ss 
AN ADDRESS 
To the Jefferson Branch of the Manu- 
‘mission Society of Tennessee. 





FELLOW-CITIZENS, 
IN compliance with ate appoint- 
‘ment at our last meeting, | now proceed 


- 


























good willto man. 
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to addres$ you on the subject of slavery. 
The age in which we live may emphati- 
cally be termed the age of benevolent ex- 
ertion; the true and genuine principles 
of benevolence have been more generally 
imbibed than at any former period; and 
the rays of light are falling on the habi- 
tations of cruelty. Europe and Ameri- 
ca are now engaged, under the patronage 
of heaven, in exertions to dispel the dark 
and dismal cloud which has hitherto) 
brooded over the unhappy sons and | 
daughters of Africa, Toeffect this laud- 
ale end, and accelerate a general eman- 
cipation of this unhappy part of our po- 
pulation, societies have been formed in 








different parts of owr country, which, like} 


so many streains, are bearing their re 
pective waters into the great channel 
Christians of eve 
denomination are engaging in this 
cause; and we believe their exertions t@ 
effect the gradual emancipation of slaves, 
tends to the fulfilment of those parts of 
preprecv which speak of the sanctuary 
being cleansed before the commencement 
ot the millenium. I am disposed to re- 
joice with you, my brethren,in the pros- 
pect of the accomplishment of our object. 
ut [ have to lament that many of our 
respectable citizens (and some of them 
professed christians) are yet attempting 
to support slavery on Bible prince 
In the prosecution of this address, I in- 
tend, in the first place, briefly to shew 
the christian that slavery is inconsistent 
with the Bible; andin the second place, 
attempt to shew the man of the world, 
that itis inconsistent with human policy. 

First, then, my christian friends, I be- 
lieve that the practice of slave-making 
and slave-holding, are both bottomed on 
supreme selfishness; which spirit is uni- 
versally condemned throughout the Book 
of God. In vain do you revert to the 
Mosaic law, in search of argurcents. . Be 
candid for a moment, and let us examine 
the case. If slavery did exist under that 
dispensation, it must have existed ac- 
cording to law, for the Divine Lawgiver 
would not have overlooked so important 
a transaction as that of one man enslav- 
ing another. Then, under the Jewish 
economy, we distinguish three distinct 
laws, viz. the Moral, Ceremonial and 
Judeical; which laws embraced the whole 
Jewish economy. ‘The Moral law is 
comprehended in the ten commandments, 


ven to Moses in Horeb, as you will see 
. reading Deuteronomy, 5th chapter,’ 


~--- ——— 
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7th verse, and onwards Now, my chris- 
tian friends, I would just ask, what are 
the requisitions of the moral lawr I sup- 
pose you will be pleased to let the Savi- 
our of sinners answer for you. See his 
reply to the lawgiver. The first and 
great commandment in the law is, “Fhou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, soul and mind;” and the second 
is like unto it—“Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.’ I presume that 
none will have the hardihood to say that 
loving our neighbor as ourselves, gives 
us a ground to make him our slave; for 
if we, as christians, come up to the spi- 
ritofthe law, we will act towards our 
ighbor just as we would wish him to 
pwardsus. Hence the moral law 
0 room fora slave. 

ndly, the Ceremonial law was gi- 
ressly to regulate the religious 
orship, which God himself, as a sove- 
reign lawgiver required of the Jewish 
people asanational church. Hence it 
follows, that if slavery did exist, it must 
have been sanctioned by the Judeical 
law or civil policy of the Jewish nation. 
That the Divine lawgiver in regulating 
the civil policy of that nation, did allow 
the Jewish people to hold servants is 
plain; and according to my view, it is 2 
mark of the infinite wisdom of the laws 
giver. The gods of the heathen were 
wood and stone, the work of men’s hands. 


But when the heathen became servants 


to the Jewish people, they had an oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with the 
true God; and when the temporary ser- 
vitude to which they had been subjected 
was ended, they, if they saw proper, re- 
turned to their own land; and no doubt 
many of them did return, according to 
the ordinance of Heaven, to proclaim that 
there was a God in Israel. Where, my 
christian friends, I would ask, are the 
ears of jubilee that your slaves enjoy? 
et shame burn your faces to cinder 
when you attempt to compare American 
slaves te Jewish servants; for all chris- 
tians who are well acquainted with their 
Bibles, know that the law by which Jew- 
ish servants were held was abrogated at 
the close of the Jewish dispensation.— 
Lastly, I would observe, that all servants 
exhorted to obedience throughout the 
New Testament, were servants accord- 
ing to the civil policy of the Jewish na- 

tion. 
It now remains for us to shew that 


slavery is inconsistent with human poli- 
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c . The last census shews the number of 
pF 


es in the United States, and their 
rapid increase. Supposing them to in- 
crease in the same ratio, it will appear 
thata proportion of our population will, 
in the course of even a few years, consist 
of persons of this description. No ar- 
gument is necessary to shew that this is 
very far indeed from making an increase 
of our physical strength; for it is impos- 
sible that there can be a population in a- 


wr Soa ott which will be neutral as to its: 
e 


effects upon society. The causes of pub- 
lic corruption and national depravity are 
at first slow, and work unseen. 
begin to operate by insensible degrees, 
& are always perceived least by that f 
of the community on which their oper 
on is most fatal. For the illustratia 
the above proposition, let us for. 
ment take a stand on some eminenge; 
full view ofthe slave-holder’s residence 


and lo! we see in the master nothing) 


but tyranny, despotism and oppression; 
his sons are spectators of the scene; & not- 
withstanding their minds are too often at 
with the slave, in point of inclination, 
yet from the degraded, depressed, and 
deplorable state of the slaves with which 
they have been brought up,the young mas- 
ters in forming a contrast, are led to 
admire their own greatness. And when 
they arrive at the years of maturity, their 
test wish is, that they may give to 
the world a manifestation of that great- 
ness. Hence we see, so many people of 
this cast are candidates for pests of pro- 
fitand honor in our government. And 
notwithstanding they have been brougnt 
up in the very haunts of tyranny and 
despotism, and are infact in the full 
possession of those detestable principles, 
yet they have abundant encouragement 
to aspire to the representation of the re- 
public; for if the title (slave-holder) 
should fail,the money earned by the 
slave, iflaid out for whiskey, will be all- 
sufficient to procure the desired seat.— 
‘Thus we see the young master placed at 
the very helm of government; and I will 
jeave my countrymen to judge whether 
- 80 notorious a violator of the Federal 
Constitution can take his seat in our le- 
gislative councils with a design to secure 
to bis constituents the sacred rights of 
the constitution. Thus we see that sla- 
very has a bearing and tendency to be- 
come the very bane of our liberty, by 
placing us in the hands of a weak, short 
sighted, and ruineus administration. — 


They. 










| I come now toa close, by observing 
that unless something is speedily done 
for the relief of the degraded sufferers in 
eur land, their case will, on some future 
day, affect the repose of the United 
States. } 

| Approved—by the Jefferson Branch of 
the Manumission Society of Tennessee: 

JOHN SWAIN, Clerk. 

, MINUTES 

Of the Eighth Annual Convention of the 
| Manumission Society of Tennessee, 
| held at Lost Creek Merting-House, 
Jefferson. County, East Tennessee, on 
the 12th and 13th days of the 8th Mo. 


i} Glugast) 1822. 


Ast The Eighth Convention of the Ma- 
mission Society of Tennessee, met, a- 
eably to the adjournment of the Con- 
intion of last year. 
' 2d. The President calling the House 
to order, the following persons produced 
certilicates of their legal appointment as 
representatives to this Convention, viz: 


| From the Greene Branch, John Mar- 


‘shall, Samuel M*Nees and David Stan- 


field. 


Maryville do. David Delzil, 
Aaron Hackney and Andrew Cowan. 
Bethesda do. Isaiah Harri- 
son. 
Hickory Valley do. Joha 
Coulson and William Lee. 
Nolichucky do. Lawrence 
Earnest. 
Turkey Creek do. William 
Milliken. 
W gaingie do. Joseph Tuc- 
er. 
French Broad do. William 
Snoddy and Jotin M‘Crosky. 
Holston do. Jesse Lockhart 
and James M. Campbell. 
Jefferson do. John Caldwell, 
James Caldwell and Elisha Hammer. 


Middle Creek do. John Kerr. 


Beaver Creek, 

Sullivan, 
Powell’s Valley, SNot represented. 
Newport & 

Knoxville, 


3d. The President, Clerk and Treasu- 
rer’s offices expiring, and they rendering 
a satisfactory account of the discharge of 
their duties in office, the Convention no- 
minated John Coulson and Jesse Lock- 
hart, to superintend the election of offi- 





Cersiemand on counting the votes, it ap- 
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cted President, Thomas Doan, Clerk; 
and Asa Gray, Treasurer, for the ensu- 
ing year. 
4th. The Clerk not being present, John 
Coulson was appointed Clerk pro tem. 
5th. ‘The number of members as re- 
ported by the several branches to this 
Convention, are 474 No report hav- 
ing been received from the unrepresent- 
ed branches. | 
6th. The President addressed the 
Convention in writing, on the subject of 


peared that James Jones, was duly re-e- 
e 








its deliberations, which address this Con- 


vention directs to be printed in the *Ge-\) 


nius of Universal Emancipation.” _ 4 
7th. Resolved, That James Calg 
William Snoddy, Samuel M«N 
Jesse Lockhart, be a committee 
into consideration the Presidetit'™, 
dress, and report on such parts t 
as may require the deliberation 
Convention. | 
: 8th. Zesolved, That John Caldwell, 
David Stanfield and John Kerr, be a 
committee todraw up an address to the 
several branches, and report ittoa future 

sitting of this Convention. 

Oth. Resolved, Vhat John Caldwell, 
Jesse Lockhart and William Snoddy, be 
a comthittee to draw up an address to 

















the several religious societies, and report 
to a future sitting of this Convention. | 

10th. The committee appointed at last 
Convention to draft a memorial to Con- 
gress, report non-compliance: There- 
tore, itis Resolved, That Robert M. An- 
derson and Jesse Lockhart, be a commit- 
tee to prepare a memorial to Congress, 





which, being approved by the committee 
of inspection, shall be signed by the Pre- 
sident, and forwarded to Congress. 

lith. Resolved, That Stephen Brooks, 
‘Thomas Doan, Wesiey Earnest and A- 
bram: Marshall, with James Jones, the 
President, be the Committee of Inspecti- 
on for the ensuing year; and that any 
two of them, with the President, consti- 
tute a quorum. 

12th. The committee appointed last 
year to visit the Sullivan, Knoxville & 
Powell’s Valley Branches, reported 
thereon. 

13th. Resolved, That this Conventi- 
on request each member of the Manu- 
mission Society of Tennessee, to contri- 
bute twelve and an half cents, or as much 
more as he may please, to defray the 





contingent <em> of the Society. 
14th. The President, James Jones, is 


_———-—— 


requested to prepare a memorial to Con- 
ss on the subject of slavery, & report 
it to next Convention. 

15th. ‘The committee appointed by last 
Convention to draw a concise statement 
of the views and motives of the Manv- 
mission Society, report non-compliance. 

16th. Kesolved, That the President be 
authorized toemploy an agent to travel 
as far as the funds of the Society wili 
permit, to promote the object of the in- 
stitution, and to furnish such with the 
proper credentials. 
he Convention then adjourned to 10 
ock, to-morrow morning. 
ebth Mo. (August) 15th. The Con- 

t near the time adjourned to. 
The corresponding committee 
ed last vear, failing to report:— 
E therefore, That John Caldwell, 
See aldwell and John Swain, be the 
sponding committee for the ensuing 
ear, and that they report to next annu- 
al convention. 

18th. The committee appointed to 
draw up an address to the several branch- 
es, reported one, which underwent its 
first reading. 

19th. The committee appointed to 
draw up an address to the several religi- 
ous societies, reported one, which aise 
underwent its first reading. 

20th. The address to the branches, & 
that to the religious societies, each were 
read the second tiine. 

Qist. The commitice appointed at last 
Convention, to correspond with members 
of the State Legislature, read two letters 
from a member of the Senate; also, an 
answer to one of them.—Also, an address 
to the present session of the Legislature, 
by way of report; which were satisfacto- 
ry to this Convention, 7 

22d. The address to the branches, and 
the address to the several religious soci- 
eties, were each read athird time, with 
each of which this Convention concurs; 
and directs the President to have the ad- 
dress to the branches printed at the ex- 
pense of the Society, and to furnish each 
branch with a copy. 

23d. Resolved, Ihat the address to the 
religious denominations be put into the 
hands of the Corresponding Committee 
for circulation. 3 

24th. Resolved, That the President be 
directed to have the minutes of this Con- 
vention printed at the expense of the So- 
ciety, and that he furnish each branch 
with a copy thereof. 
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2ith. Resolved, That the President | origin in the nature of the transaction, & 


write to the five branches that were not the secrecy and seclusion observed im 7 


represented in this Convention, in order, the incipient stages of the inquiry; as but 
to stimulate them toa discharge of their|few of the circumstances were knowa 
duty in filling their represeatations in fu-| to the communiiy, and the number ap- 
ture. prehended and sentenced to the severest 
26th. Resolved, That the thanks of this | punishment, beyond any tourmer exan- 
Convention be presented, through the) ple. Certainty gave place to exaggera- 
President, to the inhabitants, residing in| on, and the general impressiom sus- 
the neighborhood of Lost-Creek ineeting | tained the rumor of a very extensive con- 
house, for the kind treatment the mem-| spiracy. 
bers of this Convention received of them.! he effects resulting from these re- 
27th. Resolved, That.the next annual | ports, if uncontrolied by an exhibition of 
Convention of the Minumission Society {facts are too obvious to require com- 
sckuiument. The reputation of the state must 
fabroad, and a rapid deterioration 
Berty occur within; wile suspi- 
anxiety will continue long to 
We public tranquility. It becomes, 
eye duty imperiously obligatory 
® represent the occurrences as 
branch may not consist of 2) mem We transpired, and thus evidence 
in whic) case, such branch to be entitled?Oh you that the attempt has not only 
to one representative—to which time, & been greatly magnified, but as soon as 
place this Convention adjourns. discovered it ceased to ba dangerous. 
Done in Convention. A servant, premated by attachment to 
JAMES JONSS, Prest.! his master, communicated to him that he 
Attest—Joun Couxsoy, Cl’k pro. tem. had been requested to give his assent & 
—= subscribe his name to a list of persons 
THE LATE CONSPIRACY. already engaged in the conspiracy.— 
The following account of the late Con-| Phe iatendant immediately received the 
spiracy of the Blacks in South Carolina, | information, and caused the arrest of 
gives, perhaps, as authentic a narrative three slaves of Mr. Paul—one of whom 
of the principal incidents of the case, as| Was subsequently identified by the ser- 
any that has yet made its appearance.— | vant making the communication. The 
Peculiar circumstances place it out of |city council was conveaed, and after a 
the editor’s power, at present, to make )very close and attentive examination, @ 
any comment on it. But something re-/general impression was produced that 
lative to this affair may pe expected here- jut little credence could attach to the 
















Meeting House, Jefferson County, 
Second day (Monday) succeeding 
Seventh day (Saturday) in the Saf 
(August) 1823 at 10 o’clock, A.@ 
toconsist of one twentieth of tH 
bers of each branch; excepting ¥ 








after. Statement. A prudent caution was ne- 
Copy of a letter froin the governor of the vertheless exercised, and the fellow 
stale of South Carolina. charged committed to solitary imprison- 
‘EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ment. A few days alter his confinement, 





Charleston, Aug. 10, 1822, |he made many disclosures to a member 
Sir:—After a prolonged and almost, of the council, and so amplified the cir- 
uninterrupted session of six weeks, the Cumstances that the utmost credulity was 
first court organized for the trial of slaves requisite to the belief of his tale. 
charged with an attempt to raise an in-; Some consternation was obviously pro- 
surrection in this city, was dissolved on duced amongsta few of the conspirators 
the 20th ult. Another court was sub-'by the arrest of these slaves, and I can- 
sequently convened, and, after a session not doubt led to a detail more plausi- 
of three days, closed the. unpleasant in-/ble and deserving of attention. Ano- 
vestigation with which it was charged,'ther servant, whose name is also con- 
and adjourned on the 8th instant, sine |cealed, from prudential motives, stated, | 
die. generally that such a combination actu- 
Daring the interesting period occupi-|ally existed, and mentioned the names of 
ed by the court first organized, the pub-|several who were most conspicuous ia 
lic mind was agitated by a variety of ru- ‘their exertions, adding, with great confi- 
mors, calculated to produce great ex-|dence that the explosion of their schemes 
‘citement aad alarm, ‘Phese had their/would occur og the ensuing Sunday 
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night. ‘This confession was given on 
Thursday, the 13th June, and contained 
the recital of several occurrences which 
would preceile the attempt and evidence 
the intention. This suggested the pro- 
priety, while it sanctioned the effort ‘to 
conce il from the community the intelli- 
gence thus received, for the intervening 
time—during which extensive and e‘i- 
cient preparations were made for the 
safety and protection of the city. Sa- 
turday night and Sunday morning pass- 
ed without the predicted demonstra- 
tions; doubts were again excited, and 
counter orders issued for diminishia 

uard. The facts communicat 
generally known to our fellow 
on Sunday; producing a nigh 
Jess anxiety. But noone of th 
ed (or any other) occurrences 
itselfto disturb the general trat 

On the 18th June ten slaves w 
rested, and on the 19th the court wa 
ganized for their trial. Investigation 
was retarded by the difficulty of procur- 
ing authentic evidence, and it was not 
until the 28th that-tie-sentence of death 
was pronounced against six ofthe per- 
sons charged with the offence. Denmark 
Vessey, a free negro, was arrested on the 
Qist,andon the 22d put on his trial.— 
Although he was unquestionably the in- 
stigator and chief of this plot, no posi- 
tive proof of his guilt appeared until the 
25th. ‘This grew out of the confession 
of one of the convicts, and on the 27th 
his guilt was further established by a ser- 
vant of Mr. Ferguson. 

The progress made, and the expecta- 
tions of immunity from punishment by 
confession, gradually developed the plot, 
and produced the arrest of several others, 
fortunately two who were principals, 
Monday Gell, and GullaiJack. These, 
with three others, John Horry, Charles 
Drayton and Harry Haig, were convict- 
ed and sentenced to die on Friday the 
12th of July last; but at the suggestion of 
the court that important communications 
were expected from them, Monday Gell, 
Charles Drayton and Harry Haig were 
respited. 

The arrest of Perault, a servant of Mr. 
Stohecker, which took place the! day 
previous to the respite, and the general 
and very important discoveries made by 
him, enabled'the committee of vigilance, 
not only to elicit the confirmation of his 
statement from the three convicts, but to 


épprehend a great number of persons en- 


* 















‘gaged in the plot. Among others, Wm. 
Garner, reputed-to be one of the princi- 
pals, the only one not then apprehended. 
 The-number of persons at this period 
under arrest, evinced the necessity of 
such arrangements of the testimony as 
would enable the court to progress with 
more rapidity. ‘This duty devolved on 
the committee of vigilance: and princi- 
pally from the general intormation of 
Perault, and of the convicts Monday Gell 
and Charles Drayton, facility was given 
to the further proceedings of the court.— 
{n-the short space of seven days, thirty- 
roes were convicted; twenty-two 
were executed on Friday, the 
and within four days after, 11 

convicted, four of whom have 
ecuted. 

established the existence ofa 
the places of rendezvous, all 

deemed requisite for convic- 
was to prove an association with the 

ringleaders, and an expression of their 
assent to the measure. On such, gene- 

rally, the sentence of death has been ex- 

ecuted. Others who, without actually 

combining, were proved to have known 

of the conspiracy, and to have given theie 











sanction by any act, have been sentenc- 
ed to die, and their punishment com- 
muted to banishment from the United 
States. In this manner, the whole, num- 
ber seventy-two, have been disposed of; 
thirty-five executed, and, thirty-seven 
sentenced to banishrwent. With these 
we may reasonably conclude that we 
have reached the extremities of this con- 
spiracy, and this opinion, if not conclu- 
sive,is entitled to great weight, when 
we advert to the extraordinary measures 
pursued to effect the object and the mo- 
tives which influenced the accused. 

No means which experience or inge- 
nuity could devise were left unessayed, 
to eviscerate the plot. In the labors of 
investigation the codrt was preceded b 
a committee formed by the city council, 
whose. intelligence, activity, and zeal, 
were well adapted to the arduous duties 
of their appointment. ‘Their assiduity, 
aided by the various sentiments which 
influenced the prisoners, produced a ra- 
pid developement of the plot. Several 
of the conspirators had entered into so- 
lemn pledges to partake of a common 
destiny, & one at least, was found, who, 
after his arrest, felt no repugnance to 





enforce the obligation, by pear 
tae names of his associates. A spirit 
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retaliation and revenge produced a simi-| 
lar effect with others, who suspected that 
they were the victims of treachery, and 
this principle operated with full effect, 
as the hope or expectation of pardon pre- 
dominated, To the last hour of the ex- 
istence of several, who appeared to be 
conspicuous actors in this drama, they 
were pressingly importuaed to make fur- 
ther confession. 

Among the conspirators, the most dar- 
ing and active was Monday, the slave of 
Mr. Gell. He could read and write with 





facility, and thus attained an extraordi- 
nary and dangerous influence ov 
fellows. Permitted by his owner 
py a house in a central part of 
hourly opportunities were aff 
the exercise of his skill on t 
were attracted to his shop by b 
favor. It was there that his a 
insidious delusions were kept in 
tual exercise. Materials were abaunda 














of six pikes, that such preparstions were 
actually made. ‘The witnesses generally 
agree In one fact, that the attcipt was to 
have taken place on Sunday night the. 
16th June, differinga little as to the pre- 
cist time; 12 o’clock appears to haye 
been the hour. 

From the ‘ various conflicting state- 
ments made during the trials, it is diffi- 
cult to form a plausiale conjecture of 
their ultimate plans of operation; no 
two agreeing on general definite princi- 
ples. hat the first essay would be made 
with clubs against the state arsenal is in- 
Mibic, from their being unprovided 
as, and =the concurrence of se- 
asses. But whether the attack 
nade simultaneously by vari- 
nents, or whether the whole, 
ta particular spot, would pro- 
e accomplishment of their ob- 
ery uncertain. Upon the whole 
ianifest that ifany plan had been 












Jy turnishedin the seditious pamphilets| organized, it was never communicated 
brought into this state, by equally culpa-| by the principal conspirator to the lead- 
ble incendiaries; while the speeches of|ers or the men, as they were wholly ig- 





the oppositionists in congress to the ad- 
mission of Missouri, gave a serious and 
imposing effect to his machinations. This 
man wrote to Boyer (ay his own confes- 
sion) requesting his aid, and addressed 
the envelope of his letter to a relative of 
the person who became the bearer of it, 
a negro from ene of tne northern states. 
He was the only person proved to have 
kept a list of those engaged; and the 
court considered his confession full and 
ample. From such means and such sour- 
ces of information, it cannot be doubted 
that all who were actually concerned, 
have been brought to justice. There is 
noexception within my knowledge; it 
has, however, been stated, that a planta- 
tion in St. John’s was infected, but I do 
not know on what authority. 

. This plain detail of the principal inci- 
dents in this transaction, will satify you 
that the scheme has not been general 
nor alarmingly extensive. And it fur- 
nishes a cause fur much satisfaction, 
that, although religion, superstition, fear, 
and almost every passion that sways the 
human mind, have been artfully used by 
the instigators of this design, so few have 
been seduced from a course ef propriety 
and obedience. Those who associated 
were unprovided with the means of at- 
tack or resistance. No weapons (if we 
except 13 hoop-poles, have been dis- 


norant even of the places of rendezvous; 
although within two days of the time ap- 
pointed, and but one man arrested prior 
to the day fixed on for the attempt. 
When we contrast the numbers en- 
gaged with the magnitude of the enter- 
prize, the imputation of egregious folly 
or madness is irresistible: and supposing 
the attempt to have been predicated on 
the probability, that partial success would 
augment their numbers, the utmost pre- 
sumption would array! have hazarded 
the result. Servility long continued, 
debases the mind and abstracts it trom 
that energy of character, which is fitted 
togreatexploits. It cannot be supposed, 
therefore, without a violation of the im- 
mutable laws of nature, that a transition 
from slavery &degradation toauthority & 
power, could instantly occur. Great & 
general excitement may produce exten- 
sive and alarming effects; but the various 
passions which operate with powerful 
effect on this class of persons, impart a 
confident assurance of detection and de- 
feat of every similar design. While the 
event is remote, they may listen with cre- 
dulity to the artful tale of the instigator,& 
concur in its plausibility; but the ap- 
proach of danger will invariably pro- 
duce treachery, the concomitant of das- 
tardly dispositions. In the fidelity and 
attachment of a numerous class of these 





covered; nor any testimony received but 


persons, we have other sources of secu- 
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rity and early information; from both of 


; ~~ which, it is reasonable, to conciude, that, 


in proportion to the number engaged, 
will be the certainty of detection; and 
that an extensive conspiracy cannot be 
matured in this state. 

[ have entered with much reluctance 
en this detail, ner would it have been 
considered requisite, but to counteract 
the number of gross and idle reports, ac- 
tively and extensively circulated, and 
producing a general anxiety and alarm. 
And, although their authors may have no 
evil design, and may really be under the 


delusion, it is easy to perceive what per- |. 


nicious consequences may ensue, 
not spplying the proper correctiggs 
ry iadividual in the state is i 
whether in relation to his owa 
ov the reputation of the state,4 
no more importance to the t 
than it justly merits, The legn 
has wisely provided the means of efiGier 
protection. If the citizens will faithful- 
ly perform the duty enjoined on them by 
the patrol laws, | fear not we shall con- 
tinue in the enjoyment of as much tran- 
quility and safety as any state in the 
union. 

I have the honor to be, very respectful- 
by, sir, your obedient servant, 

‘THO, BENNETT. 
INDEPENDENCE OF HAYTI. 
The following communication, howe- 

ver strong prejudice & the force of educa- 
tion, and circumstances may be, cannot 
but be read with interest.—.V iles. 
From the Boston Centinel of dug. 10. 
PRESIDENT OF HAYTI. 
[Having learned that one of our res- 
ctable citizens had received a letter 
rom. president Boyer, of Hayti, on the 
subject of the acknowledgment of the in- 
dependence of that republic, and of com- 
mercial arrangements between her and 
the United States, we have requested a 
copy for publication; and the receiver of 
it, has made his personal disinclination 
to the publicity of a complimentary do- 
cument yield to his desire to afford in- 
formation to the public. the perusal of 
this letter will shew, that those islanders 
who have so long struggled for liberty 
and independence, know and will justly 
appreciate their rights; and that of 
political morality, and just views of 
national interest, this letter is equal to 
any white’s production. The mind «f 


wakes to new life and energy, and inas- 
serting the chartered ‘rights of nature, 
evinces an elevation unknown to those 
in thraldom. Genius, bravery, and high 
moral attainment, are sonbied to no 
zone, nor color, but where freedom is, 
there will they flourish. ‘The people of 


| Haytiare are not fully understood but the 


prejudices against them are fast wearing 
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‘independence of the repub 





man in bursting the fetters of tyrany a-! 


away, and the day, we trust, is not lar 
distant when the Cnited States will ac- 
knowledge their independence, with the 
full consent, not only of the philanthro- 
pist, but of the segacious statesman. } 
DUPLICATE. 
REPUBLIC OF HAYTI. 
Yierre Boyer, president of Hayti, 
ir. Dodge, at_ North Salem, Mas- 
usetts. 
| Port au Prince, 16th Aug. 1821, 
9th year of Independence. 
have received, sir, the letter of 9th 
nil last, which you have been pleased 
dress to me. I have read it with all 
the attention which it merits, and all the 
interest which the sentiment it inspires, 
dictated. I cannot but applaud the ma- 
nifestation of zeal and philanthropy which 
animates you, and the wish which you 
have formed of seeing your government, 
and those of Europe, acknowledge the 
lic of Hayti. 

For the interests of humanity and nati- 
onal morality, it should be wished that 
the rights of the people might be recog- 
nized throughout all the civilized world, 
and that relations, reciprocally advanta- 
geous, might be established between 
states destined to exchange the products 
of their soil. Considered in this pot 
and view, it cannot be denied that Hayti 
is of great importance in the scale of 
commerce. Itis then to be hoped that 
time and experience, enlightening gov- 
ernments upon their true interests, and 
destroying all the prejudices founded on 
trifling and absurd considerations, will 
produce the reign ofa wise and reasonable. 
policy, and will cause the governments 
to feel the necessity of acknowledging 
gg. cenme of the Queen of the .In- 
fi 

“Desirous of being elevated to the rank 
of civilized nations, and believing that 
the surest means of peer np that 

ject is to establish mutual relations 
with other nations, and to favor all which 
can contribute to the developement of 
the human faculties, the Haytians will 
always be disposed to listen toevery pre- 
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osition, officially made, or from indivi- AP AE ANIME MY SG? 
abate: which wes be made to them with} MUSES’ BOWER, : 
the view of effecting the establishment of | dnd Misee/laneous Depa r¢ment. 
useful reiations. At the same time that) . ————_——_——- 
they desire to establish a rood under- Americans, plead for the rights of mice kintkhe 
standing with the states which may have’ Of the bend-man aawell Ge.the free: 

WP : : | Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
commercial relations with them, they) “> yza¢) te shade of your Liberty Tree. 
think, that before making any diplomatic | ——---———_-—-— ial 
communication, tending to bring about For the Gen.of Universal Emancipation, 
this hapy state of afftirs, it would be! The corruptions which have crept in- 
proper that they should know what were to the Christian Church by its apastacy 
the dispositions of those governments to- from its pristine purity, represented un- 
wards them, and in what manner a step der the character of a monster, spreading 
taken with this view would be received. ruin and misery on the earth; with the 














“As to what concerns particularly the. 
government of the United States, 
willing to believe, that the o 
which, until now, have prevented, 
pronouncing itself in favor of t 
pendence of the republic of H 
disappear from the moment 
yield weak considerations to the 
of rendering a brilliant homage to the 
principles to which it is indebted for its. 
political existence. 

«The friends of liberty in the United 
States, who interest themselves particu-, 
larly in the fate of the faytiens, may, | 
by continuing to exercise a happy influ-' 
ence upon the public opinion by their 
writings, ascertain the intentions of their 
government as to what concerns the ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of 
Hayti. 

“As you, sir, who are animated by so 
neble a zeal for every thing which can 
contribute to the happiness of mankind, 
and who save so well proved the lively 
interest which vou take in the cause of 
the Haytiens, . the useful and jucicious 
observations Which you have addressed 
ta me, receive, with my thanks, for the 
good dispositions which you entertain to- 
wards us, the assurance of my distin- 

uished consideration. “BOYER.” 

[ Notwithstanding the strong current 
of prejudice which has for ages been 
beating with unabated fury, on the un- 
fortunate descendants of Africa—not- 
withstanding the long established opin- 
ion amorg many wise men of the world, 
that Africa was predestinated to propa- 
gate a race of servants, over which hea- 
ven willed that the rest of mankind should 
domineer—and notwithstanding it has 
been so long believed that her sable chil- 
dren were inferior in intellect to these of 
a fairer skin, the blacks of Hayti are 
searing a political fabric which bids fair 














to rival the.pations around.) { 


leasing prospect of its final restoration 
Wits primitive splendour. 

re A POEM. 
realms of confusion, a demon 
ended, 

d him away to the earth, 
re, light and darkness together 
e blended, 
hich brovght forth a horrible birth: 
The monster produc’d, wasa two headed 


Of Seraph and Pregen combin’d, 
The rest of his members, although not 
agreeing, 
Were closely together entwin’d, 
The people soon view'd him with pleas- 
ing emotion; 
His beauty attracted tleir eves, 
‘The shape, and the feautures,so suited 
their notion, 
They seid that he came from the skies! 
He enter’d the temples, the clergy em- 
brac’d him, 
And zealously preach’d up his fame; 
With rich decorations, and honors they 
rac’d him, 
And call’d him religion by name. 
Now see the huge monster through nati-. 
ons patroling, 
And spreading confusion around, 
No tears he is drying, nor sorrows con- 
soling, 
But adding to misery’s wound. 
Instead of the garment of peace and sa!- 
vation, 
He’s clad in a vesture of mail, 
His retinue plunging in sad devestation, 
The regions of peace they assail! 
With pride and ambition his templesare 
crowned, 
And avarice follows in train; 
For bloodshed and slaughter, he’s great- 
ly renowned, 
For millions, by him have been slain:— 
Through pride he bewitches bis butcher: 


~ Ing legions, 
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With fury to rush on the tomb, 
And try, unprepared, death’s dark gloo- 
my Tegiens, 

And venture the wrath that’s to come! 
Such valour, he says, will be greatly re- 

nowned,— 

That riches, and henours they'll gain, 
With Jaurels of glory their heads will Be 

crowned, 

And glittering trephies of fame. 
Thus wealth, tame and grandeur’s his 

highest ambition 

In gorgeous glitter to shine; 

‘The spirit he breaths is the breath of per- 
dition, 

Although he’s esteemed divine! 








sion, 
As well as by slaughter and doo 
Thus brother holds brother as legal 
session, - 
And say it’s the law of their G 
Iience, some, for the purpose of living 
splendour, 
Their brethren enslave and disgrace; 
Compel them, their rights, and their ease 
to surrender, 
In bondage to toil all their days;— 
Yet call themselves Christians, and talk 
much ot heaven, 
And say they are bound for the skies— 
Are openly boasting their sins are for- 
iven, 
While deaf to humanity’s cries! 
The two headed Dragon with horrid de- 
lusion, . 
Bewilders his worshiping throng, 
Hence sorrow,and misery, woe, and con- 
fusion, 
In torrents are rolling along. 
The fitms of confusion the mental ray 
dimming, 
To the monster, Corrupiion gave 
birth, 

Uniting religion with popular sinning, 
And cursing with sorrow, the earth! 
But light, breaking forth from the hea- 
venly region, 

Shall all his enchantments dispel, 
No longer the nations shall take for re- 
igion 
A monster, engender’d in hell; 
For Christ, long provok’d by his long u- 
surpation, 
In wrath, will contend for his right,— 
Will strip the huge monster of all trans- 
formation, 
And bring his delusions to light;— 
By the Spirit of his mouth, the shall 
consume him; é 














And by his bright coming destroy, 
Then shall the wild desert, Fike Eden, be 
blooming, 
The wilderness singing for joy. 
Religion, then stript of all human inven- 
tions, 
Its pure native form shall assume;— 
Its nature contrary to bloody contenti- 
ons, 
And slavery’s horrible gloom!—— 
All darkness, confusion, and error dis 
pelling, 
Christianity pure, will have birth,— 
*Tis the leaves of the tree, once intend- 
ed for healing 


»| All moral disorders on earth. 
itis votaries live en the gain of oppress} ss. 


—_ COLUMBIAN BARD. 
SDs 

rom a late Baltimore Peper. 
POST DARING OUTRAGE. 

une Lewis, a black boy of about 


se | ive and twenty years old, was a slave 
jregularly manumitted, discharged and 


recorded by his master, a gentleman of 
this city. On the evening of the 25th of 
July last, between the hours of nine and 
ten, ashe was returning to his place of 
residence, and passing through Pratt st. 
extended, he received in his chest so vi- 
olent a blow from an unknown hand, 
that he fell down incapable of recollecti- 
on. During this state of temporary in- 
sensibility, he was bound hand and foot; 
alter he had recovered his senses he found 
himself in possession of two white men, 
who carried him along as they would doa 
bale of goods, to the place of his destina- 
tion. He attempted to cry for assist-. 
ance, but he was instantly strangled by 
the throat so violently that he was com- 
pelled-to desist; he was further inform- 
ed, that if he endeavored to raise an a- 
larm, immediate death would be the con- 
sequence. He was taken to, and con- 
fined ina WHITE HOUSE situated on 
the north side of Pratt street extended, 
a short distance east, where it is inter- 
sected by the Washington turnpike road. 
He was left alone in a dark room, as he 
conceives, for the space ofan hour. He 
was then with two other black men, plac- 
ed in a carriage, and driven at a rapid 
pace through the night, uncertain whi- 
ther he was going, until the dawn of 
day. Atthis time, the carriage stop- 
ped, and the victim of such unexam- 
is barbarity, was lodged in the jail at 

ashington. After having been con- 
fined fortwo days, he ventured to en- 
quire of the jailor for what offence he had 
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been committed, when he was informed 
inat he had been imprisoned as a runa- 
way slave. Whereupon, he informed the 
jailor that he wasa free man, and authen- 
ticated the fact by papers which were 
concealed ina part of his clothing, and 
which fortunately eluded the fingers of 
the kidnappers, althoagh his pockets had 
been searched, as is proved by the fact of 


his being robbed by the man thieves, of 


the sum of seven dollars, which he had 
received that evening from Burtes Come- 
gys, esq. in pay fur some carpenter’s 
work which he had just finished. 

The jailor having inspected the pa- 
pers, left the prisoner about three quar- 
ters of an hour, and on his return inferm- 
ett him that he was at liberty to go 
his business. Finding himself at 
in a strange place, and withouta 
funds, he hired himself to a car 
named Bolter, for four days, by which he 
earned money enough to defray his ex- 
pences back to Baltimore; he according- 
iy left Washington, and arrived in this 
city on Saturday evening sast. 

‘fhe laws of our county have denoun- 
ced death for offences of this kind, the 
kidnapping of free blacks, if the deed is 
done upon the water. ‘There is no law 
we believe that makes the deed so high- 
iv penal, if perpetrated on land. ‘The 
difference in the legal criminality of the 
deed, is its being done on land and on 
water. But these kidnappers are dou- 
bly guilty—for they not only stole the 
man, but robbed him of his money also. 
‘Phe honor of our city appears deeply to 
be implicated in the detection and pu- 
nishinent of such villains. We hope 
ihe proper authority will see to it. 





Extract of a letter from a gentleman in 
Georgia, to his friend tn Newark, 
dated July, 1805. 

While on this subject, (the importa- 
dion of negrves) I will relate an affecting 
anecdote which came to my knowledge 
yesterday. My neighbor, Mr. B. had 
purchased twenty of that unfortunate 
race afew weeks ago in Charleston, a- 
mong whom wasa woman of about twen- 
ty years of age. On the way home, they 
stopped the night ata house on the road, 
just as the negroes belonging to the own- 
er of the place, were returning from 
their labour in the field. One of them 
proved to be the husband of the woman. 
DPhey had been torn asunder two years 
beivre in Africa. ‘They met in this dis- 















tant clime and with such emotions of joy, 
wixed with bitterness and grief, on the 
recollection of their past and present con - 
dition, as may be more easily conceived 
than described. They flew to each other! 
asked an hundred questions, and looking 
at the spectators who sympathised ir 
their feeling, declared they would never 
more be parted. Mr. B. who is a 
man of humanity, was present at the af- 
fecting scene. He immediately offered 
the owner of the husband to sell the wile, 
or to purchase the husband, but in vain! 
He then otfered two negroes for the man, 
but the wretch would do neither. The 
momentary pleasure the poor ereatures 
experienced, when Mr. B. was endeavor- 
to prevent their being again seperat- 
was converted into frantic agony 
n they saw nothing would avail.— 
/who were present, black and white, 
ited in entreaties; and every eye but 
the miscreant owner of the husband was 
in tears. Nothing could suften his obdu- 
rare heartjand the unhappy victims of his 
cruelty were a second time literally torn 
asunder. 

South Carolina. <A further investiga- 
tion of the late insurrectionary plot of the 
blacks is going on—seven er eight more 
have been found guilty and senten- 
ced to death; but their punishment has 
been commuted to perpetual banishment 
from the U. States. If any of them should 
return,they are to be executed on the 
Friday following their apprehension. 

Niles. 
SETS Se OR RC somes eepeeneentitents entrees 
TERMS. 

The Genius of Universal Emancipa- 
tion is published monthly, in Greeneville, 
Greene County, Tennessee, at one dollar 
per annum, payable in advance. The 
difficulty in collecting small :sums atia 
distance, renders a strict adherence to 
this rule indispensably necessary. 

Bo The currency, or such Bank bills 
as may be in general circulation in the 
different States or Territories in which 
subscribers reside, will be received in 











.payment. 


Boy Any person who will procure six 
subscribers, and forward the money to 
the Nditor, will be entitled to ome year’s 
papers, gratis, 

w-7Letters and Communications te 
the Editor (those from agents excepted 
must be sent free of expense, or they wilt 
not be attended to. 








